
Dear Voters in East Central and Preston school districts, 
 
EV spokespersons promised to evaluate the “Reorganization Study” created by Preston’s superintendent. 
We read it. The conclusions were not supported by the data. The study promised cost savings due to staff 
efficiencies (cutting jobs), but counted more than a dozen staff members, who have not worked at East 
Central for almost a year, as part of the “savings.” Those savings looked even better when they were 
subtracted from financial data from a different year than the staff data.   Promising financial projections 
were made using unrealistic enrollment numbers.  Preston currently loses 26 students to open 
enrollments out of their district.  Why would they predict that every student in the district would attend 
Easton Valley? A person could easily see more than one scenario could come out of that data, but the 
study only reported the claim that Citizens for Easton Valley promote.  If EV isn’t interested in being 
objective about the risks for citizens and students, what are they interested in? 
 
In 2008, a petition signed by 739 people, 60% from Preston and 40% from East Central, was presented to 
both boards. Neither board at Preston or East Central acted. Why? By 2008 East Central and Preston 
had quit sharing classes primarily with each other and were mainly busing students to Northeast for high 
school classes. Through that arrangement students gained access to more than twenty additional 
classes. Citizens for Easton Valley were not interested in current progress or the decisions of the school 
board members in either community.   
 
In the first petition, a citizens’ committee for reorganization was mentioned. The citizens’ committee 
formed and a second petition was circulated in 2010. People were asked to sign the petition for a variety 
of reasons including, “to get more information, to save our mom’s job, to make the schools better, and to 
prove that you make your own decisions.” EV supporters were not concerned about creating a fair and 
realistic plan to present to citizens before asking them to sign a petition. Many people who signed have 
said that they did not know exactly what they were signing.   
 
Meanwhile, discussions of whole grade sharing with Northeast developed. East Central was in a positive 
sharing agreement with Northeast.   Citizens for Easton Valley were not interested in whole grade sharing 
with Northeast. They were not interested in input from area administrators who had more than 80 years of 
combined education experience. They weren’t interested in the fact that the Iowa Department of 
Education promoted three-way sharing for our schools.  
 
Laura Farrell is not a school expert, so before presenting in Maquoketa she contacted finance experts. 
 The way in which she presented the information was not approved by the experts who provided the 
information.  The experts even issued a statement, which was read in Maquoketa, saying that these 
figures were a snapshot and not a long term analysis of the potential financial picture of merging the two 
districts.  Citizens for Easton Valley were not interested in the truth of the advice they sought.  Instead, 
they made the dream of merging seem possible and sound nice.   
 
EV will tell you that they have always tried to run a positive campaign.  However, there is a long and 
documented negative campaign against East Central, Northeast, and most recently Opt4EC members. 
EV supporters helped bus kids out of East Central, and then spread the rumor EC was going broke. 
 Their main spokesperson published several misinterpretations of school finance in letters and online to 
convince people that whole grade sharing cost EC too much money.  However, EC’s finances have 
improved. No correction or apology was published by EV.  When Citizens for Easton Valley implied that 
EC had “lost” $700,000 and then spread rumors of mismanagement of funds or embezzlement, Opt4EC 
printed the facts. We proved that EV was hiding all of the information and printing ideas that experts told 



them were not accurate. No apologies or corrections were printed. When EV found a typo in the RTA 
minutes, they spread the rumor that EC citizens were pretending to be from Easton Valley.  The RTA 
corrected the mistake, and Opt4EC published the correction and emailed the leaders of EV’s PAC, but no 
apology or corrections were shared by EV.  In fact, personal attacks continued online. 
 
Citizens of Easton Valley work to rally the emotions of voters and attack Northeast and East Central. Why 
attack Northeast?  NE does not get a vote in this issue.  But, they are Preston’s competition and East 
Central’s first choice. Why rally emotions?  Citizens for Easton Valley have tried to convince people that 
being mad about not getting to vote means citizens should vote yes to Easton Valley without ever 
analyzing the viability of the study or the promises of Citizens for Easton Valley.  One person asked 
questions at the presentation of the draft of the study: an Opt4EC member.  One citizen attended the 
Preston Board meeting where the study was approved without question: an Opt4EC supporter. The AEA 
fought the battle on behalf of people who wanted to vote.  People are going to vote, but Easton Valley 
wants the decision to be based on emotion and not fact.  
 
Superintendent Lagerblade used the MOST optimistic enrollment figures to create a financial report that 
looked extremely positive.  When asked why, with such great finances, Easton Valley could not offer all 
classes on one campus, he gave an honest answer.  He said they are too expensive.  The equipment and 
teachers are costly and hard to find, and you have to have students enrolled in the classes: schools can’t 
just offer them and not teach them.  At an Opt4EC meeting, an Easton Valley supporter watched our 
presentation on why total served enrollment gave a more accurate financial picture than the certified 
enrollment numbers used by Mr. Lagerblade.  The impact means even fewer options for Easton Valley. 
The Easton Valley supporter asked why they couldn’t just offer all the classes at Easton Valley.  Mr. 
Lagerblade’s explanation was shared.  What was Easton Valley’s response?  We can offer the classes, 
and we will. In fact, days later they made that promise in the literature they handed out at the Thresher’s 
parade and in a recent mailing sent to voters. There was no formal change made to Mr. Lagerblade’s 
study.  School experts did not make this promise.  Citizens for Easton Valley ignored the facts and made 
promises that no member of their group is qualified to make.  Who will be hurt?  Taxpayers.  Who will get 
less opportunity? Students.  Who will say and do anything to get votes without any respect for the input of 
experts? Easton Valley. 
 
How have the Citizens for Easton Valley looked out for ALL citizens?  They have not.  Citizens and 
students are not the priority.  Winning is the only priority of Citizens for Easton Valley. Study the facts.  If 
they win, we will all lose.  
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